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Vision Statement
Christian Education: Learning for this life and eternity

Mission Statement
Encourage students to love and follow Jesus 

Promote an environment of respect and acceptance 

Empower students to do their very best

Values Statement
Excellence Living for God’s glory

Compassion Caring at all costs

Humility Accepting my achievements without 
boasting

Respect Thinking of and behaving well 
towards others

Integrity Living at peace with myself

Justice Seeking the right

Discernment Making wise choices

Responsibility Owning my actions

Hope Seeking the right

(1 Corinthians 13)

Statement 
of Beliefs

We are happy to answer any questions 
you may have about the Seventh-day 
Adventist Christian perspective.

Our Beliefs
Seventh-day Adventists are Christians with a belief system 
centered on Jesus Christ and the teaching of the Bible. We 
believe that God created life. God’s love is so great that 
He, in the person of Jesus Christ died on the cross and was 
brought back to life. 

Jesus overcame the power of death and He will soon 
return. This Second Coming will bring the gift of eternal 
life to all those who love and trust Him. From that time on 
we will be with Him. Heaven is real and more wonderful 
than we can imagine.

The guiding principles for how to live our lives are the 
Ten Commandments. These Commandments include a 
special day of celebration and worship of God; Sabbath 
(Saturday). This day reminds us of creation, when on the 
seventh day God rested. lt is the day we give special focus 
to our relationship with God and others. You are welcome 
to share Sabbath with us at any of our Townsville churches. 
These are in Aitkenvale, Thuringowa and West End.



Overview
Riverside Adventist Christian School is nestled on the quiet, 
secure estate of Riverside overlooking the beautiful Ross River in 
Aitkenvale. Folks visiting the school for the first time are amazed 
by the beauty of the location, the peacefulness, the seclusion 
and even the birds in the trees. The school offers this outstanding 
environment for the education of your children in cool air-
conditioned facilities providing a complete primary education 
from Prep to Year 6.

Riverside Adventist Christian School has maintained a tradition 
of excellence since 1972. It is noted for its caring Christian 
environment, its highly qualified and professional staff, the 
outstanding academic results and the fine Christian citizens 
who enter the community. The school is dedicated to helping 
every student reach their full potential. To this end, the school 
is committed to small class sizes to maximise individual attention 
for your child.

Parental Involvement
The school strives to extend the level of involvement beyond 
the day-to-day education of the students to involve the wider 
community.

Parents are invited and encouraged to become involved in the 
various parental support groups of the school. While the Home 
and School Association is the formally organised vehicle for 
parent involvement, more incidental involvement is encouraged 
including classroom assistance, sports and cultural activities.

Transport
Riverside Adventist Christian School is centrally located in the 
suburb of Aitkenvale. There is an extensive network of public bus 
transport operating in the area. There is a cycle-way along the 
river which passes right by the school that provides a safe and 
relaxed route for those choosing to ride.

Student Behaviour
Every child who attends our school has the right to learn in 
a supportive, caring environment where they are respected. 
All school rules and discipline procedures will be aimed at the 
children developing respect for God, themselves, others and 
property. Positive discipline will be encouraged to help develop 
this.

Pastoral Care
Our Christian foundation implies that all students, as God’s 
creation, are seen as equally precious. Pastoral care, the 
emotional support and guidance of the student, is one of our 
highest priorities. To this end all teachers are more than simply 
a classroom teacher, they nurture friendships with each student.

The school Chaplain is involved in the emotional, social and 
spiritual well being of each student. He is available for counselling 
and guidance of not just the students, but also their families.

Our Learning 
Environment



Riverside places its major academic focus on having all children 
competent in the basic areas of reading, writing and mathematics, 
then developing these into the full academic programme. lt utilises 
the national curriculum, covering a range of knowledge and 
learning experiences designed to facilitate development mentally, 
spiritually, physically, emotionally and socially. lt endeavours to 
provide this foundation through a comprehensive range of key 
learning areas.

These key learning areas or (KLAs) are taught using the guidelines 
in the curriculum documents from the Queensland Studies 
Authority.

Curriculum 
Overview

Prep
Prep learning activities cover all KLA’s. Developmental steps 
include:

• Writing skill activities that lead the child to develop correct
writing techniques and skills. Emphasis is placed on correct grip
and posture, correct letter and word formation and colouring
‘within the lines’.

• Reading activities comprising a mixture of learning approaches;
phonics, sight word, shared reading, big books, listening,
retelling and predicting.

• Maths activities include counting, grouping, addition and
subtraction, measuring and space and shapes.

• Motor skill development is very important in the prep class.
This includes cutting, pasting, colouring, painting, building,
running, climbing, balancing, catching and throwing.

• Socialisation skill development is the key to a happy and
successful life in school and society in general, therefore
prep invests a lot of time in training the little ones to be well
adjusted social beings. Taking turn, waiting for others, correct
manners, being careful of personal and school property are all
skills developed in the Prep programme.

Primary-Years 1-6 
The Key Learning Areas:

• Bible - Growing in Faith covers the strands of: God’s Relationship
With Us, Our Relationship With God and Our Relationship With
Others. Here children learn of a loving Creator God who cares
for us and wants us to share his love with others.

• English is split up into three strands. These are: Reading and
Viewing, Speaking and Listening and Writing. ln these strands
are covered all aspects of language including spelling, grammar,
handwriting and phonics.

• Science is organised into four strands. These are: Earth and
Space, Living things, Natural and Processed Materials and The
Physical World. Students learn with a ‘hands-on’ approach
as well as developing research skills in the library and on
computers.

• Technology includes both information technology and the
process by which objects are made. The strands are: Designing,
Making and Appraising, lnformation, Materials and Systems.

• Studies of Society and Environment (SOSE) is split into five
strands. These are: Time, Continuity and Change, Culture,
Environments, Resources and Social Order. lt is here where
students learn about the world in which we live and the way in
which it is affected.

• Health and Physical Education covers the strands of: Human
Development, Human Movement, Physical Activity and the
Community, People and Food, Health of lndividuals and
Populations, Safety and Relationships. Here students learn
about the importance of a healthy lifestyle.

• The Arts covers four areas. These are: Visual arts which covers
Art and Craft, Music, Drama and Dance. Students are also given
the opportunity to learn the piano and/or guitar with an extra
cost involved. These classes are conducted during school hours
when there are sufficient numbers.



Riverside Adventist Christian School 
Management Council desires to offer the 
finest possible independent education at 
the lowest possible cost to parents. At the 
same time it remains our determination 
never to sacrifice the quality of the all 
round education we offer.

The school is financed primarily from two sources: Tuition fees 
and Commonwealth and State Government grants. Discounts on 
fees are available for second and subsequent children. Fees will 
be paid in advance at the beginning of each term. The school 
makes available a number of processes for fee payment including 
automatic deductions.

SCHOOL FEE SCHEDULE for 2015

The fee schedule is established each year by Adventist Schools 
(Northern Australia) Directors of all our system schools in North 
Queensland.

APPLICATION FEE

A non-refundable application fee of $50 per child must be paid 
with the application.

Financial 
Information

Fee Structure For 2015
ANNUAL TUITION FEE

Prep Students $2,150 
Primary Students $2,300

TERM TUITION FEE

Prep Students $537.50 
Primary Students $575.00

SIBLING DISCOUNT 
(For families with more than one child in the school) 

2nd Child 15% 
3rd Child 30% 
4th & subsequent children 40%

PROMPT PAYMENT DISCOUNT 
(lf paid by end of 2nd week in term)

Annual Fees paid in advance 7.5% 
Term Fees paid in advance 5%

OTHER CHARGES PER TERM

BOOK FEE $20 
ACTIVITY FEE $40 
FRUIT PROGRAM $30 
BUILDING FUND LEVY (per family) $75

TOTAL ANNUAL FEE - PREP $2,930.00 
TOTAL ANNUAL FEE - PRIMARY $3,080.00 
TOTAL TERM FEE - PREP $732.50 
TOTAL TERM FEE - PRIMARY $770.00 
(Discounts have not been applied to the total annual or term figures)

Note: A maintenance levy of $30 per family per term is required if 
unable to help in working bees etc.

Note: There is an annual fee of $10 per family for the school calendar.



New Enrolments
Parents or Guardians of prospective new enrollees should apply 
to the Principal of the Riverside Adventist Christian School for:

a) An enrolment form.

b) An appointment for an enrolment interview.

A non-refundable application fee of $50 per child is required to 
formalise the application.

At the enrolment interview we will discuss with the parents such 
matters as:

a) The philosophy and purpose of this school.

b) Parent’s expectations as to what the school could offer their
child.

c) The school code of behaviour.

d) The school’s expectations of the pupil and the parents. This
would include such matters as the child’s commitment to the
school programme, assistance that the parents are expected
to give to the school programme, (Working bees, Home and
School Committee, assistance on excursions) uniform and fees.

e) Medical records showing proof of full immunization programme,
especially measles. The decision of the School Management
Committee will be advised in writing by the Principal as soon
as possible.

Re-Enrolments
A re-enrolment form will be sent home to all families in term four. 
We would ask that these be checked, up-dated if required and 
returned to school as soon as possible. This helps us with our 
planning and class splits for the following year.

Admission Policy
Riverside Adventist Christian School is open to students without 
regard to their ethnic or religious background, sex or national 
origin. Students are expected to live in harmony with the 
school’s standards and regulations, accept the responsibilities 
of the students as outlined in the handbook, and attend the 
activities of the school. Parents are also expected to accept their 
responsibilities as outlined in the handbook. Every effort is made 
to provide opportunity for both girls and boys to participate in 
all school activities and as far as possible the school attempts to 
accommodate disadvantaged students.

Admission Ages
• Prep students - must turn five on or before June 30 the year

they enrol.

• Year 1 students - must turn six on or before June 30 the year
they enrol.
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