
Lessons From History
50 years.  Riverside Adventist Christian School is older than this old guy.  Well, just.  Actually In January, 1968, when the 
doors opened to around 37 students, the list of things that we are older than is quite amazing.  

The internet, artificial hearts, personal computers, mobile phones, the hacky sack, jumbo jets, unleaded petrol, floppy disks, 
pocket calculators, post-it notes, LCD displays, Goretex, computer games, the Rubiks Cube, and the Apple Corporation.  
Actually lots of companies are younger than RACS.  Like Amazon, Just Jeans, Starbucks, Sunglass Hut, and Quiksilver.   

I was more surprised again to learn that this school is older than the Heritage Singers.  The Heritage Singers!  Sorry, if you 
didn’t grow up in the Seventh-day Adventist faith you probably have no idea who that is.  Just think sweet voices, amazing 
harmonies and fashionable outfits that are, ummm…. no longer fashionable!

In preparing for the anniversary event next weekend, I have had the privilege of speaking to hundreds of people either 
currently or formerly involved with Riverside.  There have been immense struggles, pain, challenge and loss.  The school 
family has been heavily impacted by storms, fire, floods, cyclones, death, turmoil and tragedy.  People talk about what 
makes a school, or breaks it.  These can make or break anyone.  Sometimes, like any institution, there have been questions 
over its existence, its purpose and its direction.  I’m certain that at times, good people here, and I know the list includes 
myself, have focused on buildings, desks, technologies, accounts, rules, rolls, policies and playground equipment, to the 
neglect of the real focus of this Christian learning institution – the students we are called to grow and influence.  

It is a great honour to be able to raise my name with many other members of staff, past and present, along with the students 
and their families, to the great height of “servants of God at Riverside”.  What a privilege to have joined the roll of dedicated 
Christian teachers and leaders who have impacted the lives of over one thousand students through the past 50 years.  My 
sons have been two students whose lives are forever connected to the people and past of this wonderful island of nurturing 
Christian learning in Aitkenvale, Queensland.  

We often ask, “What can I do?”, or bemoan, “I’m just one person”.  Well, history tells me one is a big number.  You see, from 
where I sit, as the thirteenth principal among this especially blessed group of educators, there’s not a lot of “small” in “big”.  
But there really is a lot of “big” in “small”.  

As we celebrate this coming weekend, as we welcome back former staff and students, and as we nostalgically bathe in the 
success, the funny, the obscure, the tears and the triumphs of the past, please look with me into the future.  Like the greatest 
of missionary endeavours, the success of the days yet to be encountered should be measured by the quality of the people 
and the adherence of the school leadership to the original mission of true, Adventist education.  

We’ve come a long way since 1968.  Way beyond what 
many thought was possible.  It’s also true to say, we’d 
struggle to match our first leader , Mr Terry Menkens, for 
impact, passion and commitment.  If our mission is to live the 
Riverside Way, and people matter more than other matters, 
then I look forward to attending the centenary celebrations 
in 2068, with fellow retirees Thomas, Watkins and Stuckings 
– and many more of you!  Please remember school family 
that your prayers are powerful.  We’ve got 50 long stories of 
success to prove it!  

Mr Ian Humphries
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DATES TO 
REMEMBER

MAY 1
S.A.L.T. Meeting

MAY 4
Term 2 Prompt Fee Payment 

Deadline

MAY 4
Life Education

MAY 4, 5
50th Anniversary Celebration 

Weekend

MAY 7
Labour Day Public Holiday

MAY 13
Mother’s Day

MAY 17
Open Day

MAY 27
Weet-bix Try-athlon

JUNE 1
Riverside Pet Day

JUNE 5
S.A.L.T. Meeting

JUNE 21
Reports Sent Home

JUNE 25/26 
Parent/Teacher Conferences

JUNE 27
Term 2 Last Day

NEW Riverside Office 
Contact - SMS ONLY
We have been working on this for a while, sorry!  There is now an 
office mobile phone number.  This should NOT be used to call the 
school.  We are only using this phone to send and receive SMS 
messages.  The main purpose of this service is to provide parents 
with the ability to send through absence notices.  The office will 
also daily send an SMS to all families whose child was not at 
school for roll marking at the start of the school day.  If parents 
do not respond to the SMS by mid morning, Mrs Weinheimer will 
then call to confirm.
We would MUCH prefer not to have to SMS or call, so please 
SMS us if you know your child is sick, at an appointment or if 
you will be picking your child up from class early.  Sometimes, 
the school phone gets busy, too, so this service will allow you to 
message us when the line is busy.  
The Office SMS No.from Term 2 onwards is 0424 959 660

Application for Financial 
Assistance (Tuition Fees)
Just a reminder to any families that are experiencing financial 
struggles, who are willing to present their household income 
evidence at the start of each school term, that applications can be 
requested from Mrs Weinheimer.  All applications are due back to 
the office with associated records and evidence of income by the 
second Tuesday of each term.  Successful applicants will have 
demonstrated their low income level and a previous record of on-
time payments of fees.  Feel free to talk to Mr Humphries if you 
have any questions.

Weet-bix Kids Tryathlon
Riverway, May 27, 2018
Check the website for more details!  We have quite a few students 
from Riverside already participating and training has begun!  It’s 
a great day, a wonderful way to get active (for the whole family!) 
and the pack children receive prior to the event is full of goodies 
and a special T-shirt!  register online and put Riverside down as 
your school!

Exploring Your Bibles Years 4,5 & 6
Those students who, at the end of Week Of Worship (WOW, what 
a week!), indicated that they would like to know more about the 
God Who created them will be given an opportunity to meet with 
Pastor Alfredo once a week for the rest of 2018, to explore the 
Bible and talk about some amazing things found in the Word of 
God.  A permission note will be sent home on the first day of Term 
2 and lunchtime classes will begin on April 19 at 11:00am in the 
Library.



Principal’s Award
Kyle Brunette - Being mature 

and encouraging
Arianna Campbell - Polite 

manners and being a sharer!

Prep & Year 1 
Alexander Keech - Being a caring and kind friend to everyone.

Isaiah Poots -  Learning enthusiastically.

Years 2 & 3
Caleb Deliseo - Outstanding behaviour.
Amelia Eldridge - Kindness to everyone.

Years 4 to 6
Lilita Harlock - Great effort in Maths.
Gracie Skelton - Great effort in Maths.



Exploring mathematical thinking
When working with jigsaw puzzles we are using various problem solving 
skills to restore the picture. These are
- exploring relationships between cause and effect 
-  comparing shape and size of the puzzle pieces
- matching colours and picture parts

We enjoy the challenge and are proud of our success when all is complete 
again
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50th Anniversary 
Celebration Weekend - 

May 4 & 5
As you may have seen all over our Facebook page, 
our anniversary weekend is approaching fast and we 
wanted to invite all students, past and present to be 
there.  May 5th is the most important day and because 
the students have been practising the choir songs all 
year, we would request that ALL students be present 
for the Saturday meetings, which will be held at 
10:00am and then, after a shared, massive vegetarian 
luncheon for all, at 2:30pm.  The event will be held 
mostly inside a large marquee on the school grounds 
and we expect up to 500 people to be in attendance.  
All students will need to be in full formal school uniform 
for this day.  Many of our former staff and students are 
travelling from across the country and overseas to be 
here, including Mr Terry Menkens, the first principal of 
Riverside (1968 - 1976).  Mark it on your calendars as 
it is a long weekend.

Riverside Bus Now 
Operating

Please contact the office if you would like to trial the new 
door-to-door bus service we are operating.  Students 
already on the bus are loving the arrangement and 
parents seem happy, too. We have more spaces 
available and would love to fill our bus to demonstrate 
the long-term viability and necessity of a bus owned 
and operated by the school.  The price is very similar 
to what it would cost you in fuel.  Just $3.30 a trip!

Working Bee Power!
To be accurate, we had a few less than the last two 
Working Bee Sunday mornings last week but the 
amount of help achieved was something amazing.  In 
fact, it was hard to get rid of people - who seemed 
to stay for hours - even after the delicious lunch Jodi 
made us.  We had painters, gardeners, cleaners, tidier, 
diggers, mowers, trimmers, designers, decorators and 
tree doctors (I’m being nice, Mr Stuckings!).  Thank for 
all you did families.  We only hold these opportunities 
very rarely but this was a powerful reminder of the 
small group - big impact theory I keep banging on 
about.  We are blessed.
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Cross Country
What an awesome day and location again for our cross country last Friday.  Check out some photos!




