
Day for Ian
I remember it like it was yesterday.  At 11 years of age I was hardly a mature young man, but I think my Mum and 
Dad trusted me.  Little did they know that the short 30 seconds they thought I would be without adult supervision 
would turn into 4 hours of unanticipated, but significant personal jeopardy.   

Most of you would know what the ‘Ekka’ is.  Known officially as the Royal Queensland Show, the annual exhibition 
in Brisbane is one of Australia’s biggest and most attended of its kind, with over 400,000 attending each year, 
it is not a place for those who like personal space.  So, here I was at the Ekka in the early 80’s, enjoying a few 
afternoon rides with my family and my grandparents.

My grandparents decided to visit the animals and wood-chopping shows before heading home and my parents 
wanted to know if I wanted to stay on and enjoy the crazy rides for a couple of hours with them, or follow my Nana 
and Papa through the more sedate features and then home a little earlier (maybe via the showbags pavilion???).  

I decided to stay with my family and continue the vomit-inducing tour of metal machinery.  We waved goodbye to 
my grandparents but as we began to push our way through the crowds, I suddenly, and convincingly declared to 
my parents that I would prefer to go home with Nana and Papa.  Before any of us had a chance to think too deeply, 
I was off, dodging through the cluttered walkways, expertly scything my way past ice-cream covered toddlers and 
giant-legged adults.  I thought I would catch up to my grandparents within a minute or two.  I was wrong!  

Over the next 45 minutes I raced between the areas my grandparents had mentioned and the rides I thought my 
parents and siblings would be visiting.  Whether it was my height, my stress or just the thronging crowds, I don’t 
know, but find them I could not. Both groups thought I was safe with the other group.  Nobody was worried.  Well, 
except me.  Twice, I was approached by a seemingly empathetic adult enquiring as to whether or not I was lost.  
Twice, I was offered to follow them to the ‘lost children’ centre.  Twice, my senses told me, “You don’t need to say, 
yes”.  

Was I praying?  YES!  Was I measured in my search?  Absolutely.  Was I safe?  Well, that depends.  Eventually, 
I found some money in my pocket and tried a public phone to call my grandparents.  No answer.  Not home yet.  
Even walking into the ‘lost children’ centre, operated by the Queensland Police, I was wary.  “I’m not a baby.  I don’t 
need an ice-cream.  I didn’t get lost, they did.  Why should I sit here for 20 minutes with nobody talking to me?”  
And then, suddenly, I left.  I walked out the gates, caught a public bus (it was now dark) and decided I could walk 
the remaining 7 km home from the last stop.  

As the last person on the bus, I was ‘lucky’ the driver was offering to drop me closer to my home.  Once I reached 
the drop-off point, way past the last stop, the bus driver stopped and let me out, counselling me strongly to 
be careful.  I called Papa.  He came to pick me up.  My 
parents arrived 10 minutes after me, completely unaware 
of the saga.  I cried.  My parents felt sick.  I was alive!  Day 
for Ian was better than Day for Daniel.

How safe are our kids?  What do we as parents need to 
be wary of that is even more threatening than the Ekka in 
1981?  Can we always just pray and hope, or do we need 
to be vigilant?  Some people say, “Don’t shelter your kids”, 
but I think that shelter is just the start of what God intends 
for us to do to keep them safe.  Is your little ‘Daniel’ (or 
Ian) safe?  The streets?  Online?  With friends?  It’s worth 
making sure.  

Ian Humphries
PRINCIPAL

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE                                                            27 OCTOBER 2017



Open Day 
Our final Open Day has moved from October 5th to November 
2nd. It promises to be a more exciting and comprehensive day 
for visitors than any previous days, so tell your neighbours and 
friends.

Guitar Lessons
Andrew Kaye, our new guitar teacher in 2017, has been really 
producing results with the students he works with each Friday. 
If you are interested he has time to do a few more 30 minute 
lessons for just $15, which is extemely affordable for such expert 
tuition. Call Mrs P for more information or to book your child in for 
2018.

Riverside School Bag Sale
These high quality bags really are durable. Why pay $30 at a 
department store for something that will last less than 2 years? 
We have dropped the price from $65 to just $35 for Term 4!

Swimming Bags
We have lovely Riverside swimming bags. They are just $10 and 
are very handy for bringing towels, thongs, goggles etc to school.

Survey
Thank you to all those parents who have clicked the link in their 
eamil to fill out a survey for us. It is taking parents an average of 
less than 5 minutes. It means a lot to us to hear from you.

Re-enrolment Forms 
Re-enrolment forms were sent home last week. Please fill them 
out and return them to the office by Friday, November 3rd. Thank 
you to those who have already returned theirs.

Mrs P Items
Mrs P has some office lady requests. Parents, please routinely 
send an email, SMS or make a call when your child won’t be at 
school, preferably by 9am. We keep records of attendance for 
many different reports and, of course, we care about your children 
and are concerned when they are not here. Also, in regards to 
potential parent volunteering, fruit CAN be cut before school. 
There is no set time it has to be done. When Mr P is here, he does 
it before school to save himself another trip! 

DATES TO 
REMEMBER

NOVEMBER 2
Open Day ELC & Prep to Year 6

NOVEMBER 9
World of Maths Visit

NOVEMBER 11 - Saturday
Remembrance Day

NOVEMBER 13 - 17
WOW - Week of Worship

NOVEMBER 18
Townsville SDA Church Program

NOVEMBER 22
Last Day of Swimming

NOVEMBER 30
All Fee Accounts Due to be Cleared

NOVEMBER 30
Presentation Night

DECEMBER 1
Term 4 Last Day

DECEMBER 15
Office Closes

DECEMBER 25
Christmas Day

DECEMBER 26 
Boxing Day

JANUARY 8, 2018
Office Opens

JANUARY 22, 2018
School Starts



Principal’s Award
Kyle Brunette - Being considerate and caring.

Prep & Year 1 
Sophie Wilkinson - Encouraging and cheering for others.

Zavier Harlock - Acting responsibly in class.

Years 2 & 3
Isaiah Keridun-Yunkaporta - Improved fluency in reading.

Hunter Kawana - Great work in writing.
Florida Teariki - Beautiful and careful artwork.

Donte Stewart - Improving handwriting and spelling.

Years 4 to 6
Sarah Stanley - Super effort in Maths.

Rayan Tahir - Excellent work in Maths.



Through controlling and manipulating the fine paint brushes 
and the wide rollers, we promoted our physical wellbeing.  It 
requires different strengths and movements.

Look What We Designed!


