
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE                                                            11 MAY, 2017

STEM & STEAM, MORE THAN A DREAM
Some of you may know that we have a strong desire to grow Riverside.  We don’t just want the enrolments to 
grow, we want our program to grow, our community impact to grow and our academic and personal results to 
grow.

How could you not have heard of STEM, I guess!  But what is it, and why is there such a fuss surrounding STEM 
programs, particularly in secondary schools?  

STEM is an educational approach that seeks to bring learning into the 21st century and beyond.  It stands for 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths.  Some people who believe those with creative talents are not 
represented by this approach have advocated for STEAM, which adds an ‘A’ for Art.  I actually think they are 
right.  The changing vocational landscape is presenting a huge range of options and training possibilities for 
the artistic.  App development, design, architecture, product development, marketing and many other modern 
jobs require a level of creativity.

What has this got to do with Riverside?  

PBL, or project-based learning, another over-used byword in education, is probably the more relevant and 
important word for Riverside’s future growth.  We believe, and research internationally proves, that students 
who learn new things in a practical and literal context (ie. Science or geography by field observation rather than 
using just worksheets and videos) apply their learning more readily and are able to advance in their learning 
outcomes more quickly.

What are our other dreams?  A future secondary expansion.  Fruit trees.  One to one iPads.  Connections with 
JCU and some local government agencies.  Increased land size and facilities.  Expanded sporting options.  
Disc Golf course.  A secret garden.  Expanded student leadership.  Flashing school zone lights.  Greater parent 
involvement.  Expanded school camps program.  STEAM furniture.  Loose parts.  (I’ll explain another time!)

Jeremiah 29:18 says, “Where there is no vision, the people perish”.  I agree.  

Where there is no vision at Riverside…   well, there 
is!  Are you ready to help us get there?  There are 
some exciting things in the pipeline and I can’t wait 
to see where God leads.  

I look forward to hearing your feedback on our 
upcoming Riverside TV advertisements.   

Ian Humphries
PRINCIPAL



DATES TO 
REMEMBER

MAY 15,16
Riverside Photo Shoot

MAY 20
Riverside Church Visit

MAY 28
Weet-bix Try-athlon

JUNE 1
Riverside Pet Day

JUNE 2
Captain Active Visit

JUNE 14 
Shell Questacon Science Circus

JUNE 19-20
Parent/Teacher Conferences

JUNE 21
Term 2 Last Day

JUNE 23 
SDA Big Camp Begins

JULY 1
SDA Big Camp Finishes

JULY 3
Townsville Show

JULY 17 
Term 3 Begins

JULY 24
Home & School Meeting

Health Notice
We have had notification from a Riverside parent that their child 
has received treatment for School Sores.  This is a contagious 
condition that needs immediate medical treatment.  In the event 
of infection, a doctor will advise treatment and an appropriate 
timetable for a return to school.  Please note the following 
Queensland Government advice on School Sores (Impetigo).  

“Exclude until person has received appropriate antibiotics for at 
least 24 hours. Cover weeping or crusted sores on exposed areas 
with a watertight dressing until at least 24 hours after commencing 
antibiotics and for as long as practical. Sores are not contagious 
if covered, or after the child has taken antibiotics for 24 hours.” 

(h t tp : / /cond i t ions.hea l th .q ld .gov.au/Heal thCondi t ion/
condition/14/119/47/Exclusion-times-for-infectious-childhood-
conditions)

Aitkenvale SDA Church Visit
Riverside students will be planning and presenting the full church 
service program next Saturday, May 20th at Aitkenvale Adventist 
Church on Leopold Street near the school entry.  We would like 
as many students as possible present on the day to contribute - 
through singing, announcements, offering collection, story telling 
or drama.  Please reply to the separate letter sent home today so 
that we will be aware who will be a part of the program.  Students 
will need to be in full formal uniform and arrive at 10:40am.  We 
would love for parents to stay and be a part of the congregation.  
the program should be over and students ready to leave by 
approximately 12:15pm.  See you there, hopefully!

Volunteers Needed
We would love some help with cutting fruit this is a daily job we 
have some help but certainly have a lot of days available. We also 
have some need of volunteers for Monday every second week for 
Vege Burgers and chips and Wednesdays every week for Pasta. 
Please see Andrea in the office if you have some time to spare to 
help out with any of these tasks



Principal’s Award:
Blaud Tuilimu - Putting 100% 

effort into all his learning
Marcus Peres - Carefulness and 

Thoughtfulness

Grades Prep-1 

Sefiu Tuilimu - Neat work in 
handwriting

Makaylah Fitzclarance - For not being afraid to make mistakes

Grades 2/3
Elluka Robertson - For finishing work in a timely manner

Ruth Teariki - For creative and outstanding artwork

Grades 4/5/6
Tasha Tuilimu - Wonderful 
attitude and cooperation in 

class
Dante Hughes - For being 
cheerful and expressive in 

everything you do - we’ll miss 
you



Lots of  fun was had by everyone this week with gorgeous scenery and a mild afternoon, the children of  Riverside 
completed their cross country along the river. Depending on the ages it was one, two or three laps of  the course 
with the results as follows:-
2012 Girls; 1st Ruby Stewart.
2011 Girls: 1st Sophie Wilkinson, 2nd Willow Campbell, 3rd Mikaela Pugh; Boys: 1st Hayden Glendinning, 2nd 
Marcus Peres, 3rd Zavier Harlock.
2010 Girls: 1st Ruth Teriki, 2nd Sefiu Tuilimu, 3rd Makaylah Fitzclarence; Boys: 1st Jed Gaffney-Martin, 2nd 
Isaiah Krindun-Yunkaporta, 3rd Hunter Kawana.
2009 Girls: 1st Shelbi Payne, 2nd Marleena Pugh, 3rd Florida Teariki; Boys: 1st Lucas Marshall, 2nd Caleb 
Deliseo, 3rd Levi Obst.
2008 Girls: 1st Aurora Kawana, 2nd Makalini Tuilimu, 3rd Lilita Harlock; Boys: 1st Taron Obst, 2nd Damien 
Acres, 3rd Thomas Osborne.
2007 Girls: 1st Ella Wilkinson; Boys: 1st Lachlan Pugh, 2nd Rayan Tahir.
2006 Girls: 1st Reagan Obst, 2nd Sarah Stanley, 3rd Brooklyn Acres; Boys: 1st Blaud Tuilimu.
2005 Girls: 1st Rachellie Savuro; Boys: 1st Junior Tuilimu, 2nd Jakob Glendinning.

CROSS COUNTRY



Mrs Winship & Baby Asher

Mrs Winship bought Asher in for a visit we 
were all very happy to have sweet baby girl 
cuddles and really didn’t want to do our work.

Marketing Shoot
This coming Monday and Tuesday, May 15 and 16, Riverside will be having a marketing photography and 
videography shoot done to update our marketing photo stock and create a series of videos which can be used 
to promote Riverside on our website and on Channel 7 in Townsville.  We are looking forward to increas-
ing our profile in the community and Wes Tolhurst, an award-winning photographer from the Gold Coast, is 
an experienced and creative photographer with years of 
industry experience.  Please ensure that you take note of 
the changes to the wearing of uniform for these two days.  
Monday - Full Sports Uniform.  Tuesday - Full Formal 
Uniform.  We anticipate that by June, we will have our 
first advertisements appearing on the television.  Students 
out of uniform cannot be included in the marketing shoot.  
Thank you for being aware of these changes.


