
SIDE BY RIVERSIDE

As principal, I am often asked about the future of Riverside.  What are the long-term plans?  Will you ever open a 
secondary school?  How do imagine the development of the outdoor learning areas?  What does the school need 
to make it better?  

These are important questions that demand answers, and some of them will form part of a family survey we 
would like to carry out early in the new year.  

For most of last year, my answer was, “I don’t know.  We just want to work on the quality of the program and pray 
about the rest”.  

Interestingly, actually excitingly, the potential future of Riverside Adventist Christian School is now starting 
to become clearer to the whole team here.  As we have observed the needs of this generation of students at 
Riverside, as we have looked together at research on future trends and as we have gathered the visions of 
parents and other stakeholders, there is a strong desire to get ready to make Riverside something bigger, 
broader and bolder than anything it has been before.  

We would like to share our ideas and dreams with parents and students next year and be blessed by your 
wisdom and support.  This is a long process which should take our learning to the next level and better meet the 
needs of the boys and girls who learn here every day, but we intend to take our first steps towards that future in 
early 2017.  

The staff would like to finish the year’s newsletters by saying a huge “THANKS!”.  This idea of naming names 
is a dangerous enterprise but it’s worth taking the risk that we might leave someone out - because unselfish 
individuals, givers, have kept Riverside humming this year.  Without the people who walk in and out of the 
office here daily (mostly without a paycheck) nothing would have happened as it should have.  From tuckshop 
to transport, maintenance to mission and cleaning to caring we have been so, so blessed by all of these people 
(and probably a few others)!

Thank you…
Tony, Christina, Esther, Jonno, Di, Jennifer, Mike, Marlena, Boris, John, Tanya, Jane, Jodi, Sandeep, Dinesh, 
Jaxmi, Va, Tom, Keith, Nick, Rhonda, Pete, Darren, Rick, Margaret, Gration, Tom, Jenny, Paul, Bill, Donna, 
Jessica, Tracey, Allan, Sean, Sarah, Rob, Tiare, Rob, Annette, Noel, Georgia, Jo, Tui, Rosa, Emma, Tereapii, 
Kandise, Richard, Bek, Cherie, Andrea, Tony, Ian, Cherryl, Marguerette, Tricia, Trevor, Jillian, Becky, Amy, Chris, 
Clinton, Andrew, Nathanea, Shirley, Andrew, Willa, James …   and YOU!  

You have all either, helped without being asked, donated time, shared ideas, done more than you were paid to or 
made Lauris happier!

We look forward to seeing you next Thursday evening as we celebrate our amazing students and farewell the 
2016 Year 6 students at Presentation Night.  Reports will be handed out with portfolios at the end of the program 
and families will also receive (in each pack) a few important notifications about 2017, including the new Riverside 
Calendar for 2017.  

Just a reminder that for current Riverside families who send a friend along to Riverside and they enrol their child, 
your child’s Term 4 fees are free.  Thanks for being a part of the Riverside Family in 2016.  God be in you and with 
you.  From the entire team here, have a safe and enjoyable holiday season!  

Ian Humphries, Principal
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DATES TO 
REMEMBER

DECEMBER 1
Presentation Night - 6.15pm

DECEMBER 2
Term 4 Last Day of School

DECEMBER 9
School Office Closes

JANUARY 12
Office Re-Opens

JANUARY 23
School Commences

JANUARY 26
Public Holiday - Australia Day

JANUARY 27
Regular School Day

JANUARY 30
Parent Info Night - 6.30pm

• There is only 5 working days left until school 
has finished for 2016.

• If you have not finalised your fees for this 
year we urge you to do so as promptly as 
possible.

• We remind you that it is school policy that 
all fees be cleared with a nil balance  by the 
end of each term.

• Should you be experiencing difficulty with 
payment please advise the school office at 
your earliest convenience.

• If you do not have a nil balance Mrs Winship 
will contact you to make arrangements 
for finalisation.  Our school advisory has 
advised that families owing fees should 
clear accounts to ensure their child’s place 
in Term 1, 2017.

To celebrate the successful Cyclic 
Review Visit, the teaching staff got 
together for a staff meeting of a different 
kind last Tuesday - barefoot bowls!  Mrs 
Thomas was the champion bowler of the 
afternoon!



Principal’s Award:
Mikyla Caylao - For a great effort and attitude to school work.
Jakobe Humphries - For helpfulness without being asked.

Grades Prep-1 

Willow Campbell - For working enthusiastically.

Hayden Glendinning - For improvement in spelling.

Grades 2/3
Dante Hughes - For a top effort in handwriting.
Mitchell Hautaniemi - For his enthusiasm and hard work in writing.
Gracie Skelton - For her hard work in maths.
Grades 4/5/6
Isaac Dawes - For a great effort in maths.
Elliey Salaca - For excellent research skills.



The end of  year is fast approaching. What a year it has been. So many changes for many people, and many 
changes in our world that have had a huge impact on us all. 

However, on reflection, I believe that within this fast changing world and community, it is positive to focus on 
the good that has happened around us and within each one of  us. I know many of  us have suffered sadness, 
turmoil and conflict but there is always (if  we look hard enough) some goodness amongst the bad.

Children are resilient and I believe they can teach us, as adults, ways to be resilient, too. They are honest, 
transparent and more often than not, forgiving. No matter what we do as parents they will always still love us, 
warts and all. How blessed we are to have these little people in our lives. 

So what are we thankful for this year??

Rather than focusing on the negatives, which is so easy to do, let’s focus on the positives within our personal 
worlds. 
Time constraints confront us all and often it’s difficult to even consider the positives. However, I suggest we 
consider trying the following exercises:

• Make a list of  20 things that you are thankful for.
• Consider something you are thankful for this year, that is different than last year? Why?
• Write a letter to a family member and share what you are thankful for.
• Ponder is the best thing about your life at the moment?
• Write a journal of  happiness and continue it in 2017.

I believe with the holidays coming upon us it is a perfect time to reflect and put into perspective our personal 
world to ensure that 2017 will be the best we can make it.

Share your thoughts of  gratitude with your children and discuss it as a family sp that we will encourage the 
children to consider what has made them happy in 
2016.

I know in my own personal world I have so much 
to be happy for and grateful for. I have a wonderful 
family, two beautiful children and five beautiful 
grandchildren. I am so grateful that I have been 
blessed with them all. 

But most of  all…. I have God.  He is my strength in 
all that I do and He has never let me down.  He has 
always been part of  my daily life. I really can’t do life 
without him at my side. 

Therefore, for the holiday period, I wish you all 
holidays full of  happiness.  Most of  all, I wish you  
love within your families.

FROM CHAPPY ANNETTE ...



When we can’t have the water slide out of respect for the water restrictions 
we can have water play another way.  A kind gift of ice cubes to add to the 
water gave us the opportunity to observe how quickly ice melts in water, our 
hands, and to feel the temperature of the water change.  Bubbles, we found, 

also behave differently after the ice has cooled the water down.



Last Friday a special ceremony was held commemorating the sacrifice of one of 
our school families, exactly 20 years ago.  Tutonu Mataa, a father of one of our 
current parents (Emma Teariki), rescued a child from the river behind the school 

in November 1996, saving the child and losing his own life.  The plaque was once 
attached to a tree near the Library but now that the tree is gone we have a new 

memorial location and a Tabebuia tree has been planted in his memory.

Week of Worship was held from November 14 to 18.  Pastor Sean Tavai was our 
guest speaker from Darwin.  His message to us, “The Price is Right” highlighted the 
importance of the price that Jesus paid for us, saving our lives on the cross.  Thank 

you, Pastor Sean for sharing this message from the Bible with us and thank you  
Chappie Annette & Pastor Boris for organising such an awesome week!


