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GROWING GOD’S WAY
It has been a big week.  The world is changing.  

Usual measures are being abandoned.  “Normal” now means “old”.  Trying to predict the next thing, the step 
just beyond today, is becoming an exercise in creativity rather than reality.  You’re more likely to be correct.  

Consider a world where fame trumps truth.  
Fortune trumps trust.  
And drama trumps dignity. 
(political references, deliberate)

Locally, though, we can even be distracted by attempting to predict what we don’t have the wisdom to.  I 
remember this time last year.  Nearing the end of my first year in this chair I began to succumb to the anxious 
thoughts of what 2016 would hold for Riverside.  Lovely families, people I’d just come to appreciate and value 
as part of my new community, were moving away.  Our new Early Learning Centre was still mostly empty 
some days.  The marketing plan was limited by tight budgets and unproved options.  The beautiful group of 
Year 6 students was talking about their next adventure.  And internally, the pressure was rising.

I confess there are times I live, breathe, think and feel my job too many hours in a day.  (Don’t tell my wife!)  
And by December 2015, I was faithlessly drowning in negativity, being smashed by a reality entirely invented 
by my own fears.  

As 2016 draws quickly towards its close I am realizing how difficult I made my own existence for a time, last 
year.  Again this year, we have some families relocating, friends of Riverside we will miss.  Again, we prepare 
for welcoming new enrolments, faces yet unseen and others eagerly anticipating joining our community for 
2017.  I’m more relaxed this time.  It’s only as I forget God’s leading in my past that I attempt to control my 
own destiny.  We started this year as a staff trusting Him for what we didn’t know and couldn’t plan for.  And 
I’m not letting go of what has served us so well in building, improving and growing Riverside, God’s way.

My security in charting the unknown lies in a few realities.  God is in control.  I am not.  Riverside is better 
than was yesterday, and still improving.  I have a team unequalled in quality and mutual energy.  Our students 
are growth-focused and succeeding in learning, and in ways that can’t easily be measured.  Our community is 
supportive.  The potential is enormous.  

So as we prepare to celebrate a year of growth, as we 
anticipate unexpected blessings and challenges and 
as we just relax into today, remember this important 
and infinite rule.

Eternal enthusiasm trumps emphatic narcissism.

Ian Humphries
PRINCIPAL



DATES TO 
REMEMBER

NOVEMBER 11
Remembrance Day

NOVEMBER 14-18
Week of Worship

NOVEMBER 23
Last Day Swimming

DECEMBER 1
Presentation Night

DECEMBER 2
Term 4 Last Day of School

Last term we did basketball 
through our Sporting Schools 
grant.  A big thank you to Peter 
Crawford from Townsville 
Basketball who spent time with 
our students over four weeks 
teaching them basketball skills.  
We also have a new basketball 
hoop for the younger students.

CONGRATULATIONS RIVERSIDE! 

You raised $74.35 for the 
Daniel Morcome Foundation.

FRIDAY 11 NOVEMBER - REMEMBRANCE DAY
You can purchase red poppies from 
the school office for $1 this Friday.



Principal’s Award:
Dakota Murison - For improved concentration.
Donte Stewart - For improved manners and listening skills.

Grades Prep-1 

Mikaela Pugh - For speaking gently and helping others.

Florida Teariki - For creative art work.

Grades 2/3
Taron Obst - For his beautiful and careful work in art.
Mark Lambayong - For his hard work and listening ears in maths.
Grades 4/5/6
Rachellie Savuro - For great achievement in art.



Phrases like “random acts of  kindness” and “pay it forward” have become popular terms in modern society. 
This could perhaps be best explained by those who have identified a deficiency in their lives that can only be 
fulfilled by altruism.

It seems there are good reasons why we can’t get enough of  those addictive, feel-good emotions, as scientific 
studies prove there are many physical, emotional, and mental health benefits associated with kindness.

As minds and bodies grow, it’s abundantly clear that children require a healthy dose of  the warm-and-fuzzies 
to thrive as healthy, happy, well-rounded individuals.:

Kindness changes the brain by the experience of  kindness. Children and adolescents do not learn kindness by 
only thinking about it and talking about it. Kindness is best learned by feeling it so that they can reproduce it. 
Patty O’Grady, PhD

Happy, Caring Children

The good feelings that we experience when being kind are produced by endorphins. They activate areas of  the 
brain that are associated with pleasure, social connection, and trust. These feelings of  joyfulness are proven to 
be contagious, encouraging more kind behaviour (also known as altruism) by the giver and recipient. Acts of  
kindness help us form connections with others which are reported to be a strong factor in increasing happiness.

Greater Sense of  Belonging and Improved Self-Esteem

Studies show that people experience a “helper’s high” when they do a good deed. This rush of  endorphins 
creates a lasting sense of  pride, well-being, and an enriched sense of  belonging. It’s reported that even small 
acts of  kindness heighten our sense of  well-being, increase energy, and give a wonderful feeling of  optimism 
and self  worth.

Increased Feelings of  Gratitude

When children are part of  activities that help others less fortunate than themselves, it provides them with a 
real sense of  perspective, highlighting their own good 
fortune. Being generous helps them appreciate what they 
have.

So how do we as parents foster kindness in our children? 
We are the ultimate role models for our children. We 
need to show kindness to those around us even when it 
might be the last thing we feel like doing. Let us practice 
random act of  kindness so our children can mimic our 
actions because they want to and not because they are 
made to.

The Bible teaches us in to love everyone and to treat 
them as we would like to be treated.

FROM CHAPPY ANNETTE ...



Understanding the mystery of magnets is just as big as understanding the 
mystery of God’s care.  We saw the evidence of what magnets can do when 

the special marbles and chip stuck to the wand.  We can see the evidence of 
God’s care by the way animals find food and shelter and care for each other 

and how our parents look after us.



The staff of Riverside would like to thank 
all the families who turned up to help out 
at our biggest working bee ever!  A big 

thank you to Tony & Chris Dawes for our 
beautiful lunch that they cooked for us. 
Our school looks so beautiful after that 
little bit of TLC - God bless you all for 

taking the time to help us!


