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Safety.  It’s an important word in a changing world.  Where do you feel most safe?  How do we ensure 
we provide safety to those in our care?  These are key questions for the parents of this generation.  
Increasingly, part of ensuring safety for our children is, unfortunately, making them aware of how to 
deal with certain situations which pose a threat to their personal safety.  As careful, prayerful and age-
appropriate as these discussions necessarily need to be, they are critical.

Thinking about our school, Riverside is in a very ‘safe’ location.  Away from traffic, separate from the 
housing areas and mostly hidden from view.  Should we therefore become less vigilant with security, 
protection and emergency preparation?  Certainly not.  

Similarly, we might say of our own family home or environment, “It’s protected.  We are careful.  We 
know all the neighbours.”  But sadly, we still need plans, principles, protocols and protective measures 
to ensure our own family is never put in a place of undue risk.  The old saying, “You’re sheltering your 
kids too much” is fast becoming redundant.  If ever they need our shelter and wisdom it is now.  Our 
children need us.  

During Term 2 we had a visit from our own, system-wide “Safe Places” educator.  She had some 
excellent information that will inform, equip and strengthen our procedures and policies, but the greatest 
impact on the staff of Riverside was the challenge we all felt to ensure that students and families here 
experience something more secure, nurturing and truly Christian than they could elsewhere.  

It’s been a whirlwind start to Term 3 but God has been blessing.  The staff have been just unbelievable 
through Big Camp, the “holidays” and in preparing for the many exciting events of this term.  Thanks for 
being a key part of our family here!  We are a team, and we work best when united!  There are many 
good news stories around here, too, if you need encouragement.  So come to the classroom or the 
office and see if we can make you smile!    

Ian Humphries
PRINCIPAL



TERM 2 PREP-1 AND YEAR 4-6 EARTH DAY

TERM 2 WHEELS DAY



Term 3 fees were sent home with students 
last week.  If you have not received your 
statement please contact the office.  The 
prompt fee deadline is August 1.
Please attend to outstanding payments from 
Term 2 at your earliest convenience.
If you have been unable to finalise Term 
2 fees or do not have a payment plan in 
place please contact the school office for an 

appointment with Mr Humphries.

DATES TO 
REMEMBER

JULY 27
Captain Active Visit

JULY 28
Athletics Day

AUGUST 1
Prompt Fee Deadline

AUGUST 2
Prep Open Day 1

AUGUST 3
NAIDOC Celebrations

AUGUST 8
Inter School Athletics

AUGUST 16-19
Year 5-6 Camp

AUGUST 22-26
Book Week

SEPTEMBER 2
Father’s Day Stall

SEPTEMBER 16
Term 3 Last Day

OCTOBER 4
Term 4 First Day

OCTOBER 5
Swimmming Begins

OCTOBER 10
Home & School Meeting

OCTOBER 19
Pneuma Festival

Thank you to all the families who have taken 
up the opportunity of having their child’s 
vision.  Your child would have received a note 
home about the outcome of their screening.  
For those who missed the opportunity you can 
contact Eyecare Plus at Aitkenvale directly 
phone 4779 7433 for an appointment.



Principal’s Award:
Isaac Dawes - Maturity in learning and at play.
Grades Prep-1 
Florida Teariki - For respect and kindness to others.
Bailey Murison - For a good attitude to learning.
Grades 2/3
Kyle Brunette - For good efforts in class even with a broken arm.
Lucas Marshall - For hard work in maths.
Grades 4/5/6
Joshua Dawes - For excellent focus in all work.
Keiahna Dorante - For working neatly in all subjects.
Dakota Murison - For excellent work in reading.



SNAPSHOTS SPORTS DAY - JULY 28



This term we would like to know what you are doing in your spare time.  Did you 
know that Mr Humphries and Mrs Watkins completed the Paluma Push on the 
weekend?  We can inspire others when we share our stories.  If you are doing 
something that may inspire others please send in your photos or let us know.  We 
would love to share it with our Riverside community.

ARE YOU BEING ACTIVE?



FROM CHAPPY ANNETTE ...
Term 3 is now upon us and I hope everyone had a safe and endearing holiday. I know I did. 
I had the pleasure of  spending it in Christchurch with my daughter, my husband and my 
beautiful granddaughter. I know how precious families are especially when we live so far 
from them. Families come in all different components but if  each one has a basis of  love then 
families evolve with substance.

Caring and commitment are the basis of  strong family relationships. This means making 
the wellbeing of  family members a first priority and offering support when needed. Some 
families seem to pull together easily, while for others it takes greater effort. To build strong 
family relationships, start by identifying the strengths you do have and appreciating them. 
Paying attention to the things that work well and building on them help to strengthen your 
relationships. The following suggestions may be useful reminders. There are lots of  ways to 
show you care even in busy families. 

One way to show you care is by listening to what other family members have to say with 
interest and enthusiasm. Other ideas include doing things for one another, helping (without 
complaining!), celebrating birthdays and achievements and taking the time to understand how 
other family members are feeling. Hugs are another favourite. Have fun together, spend time 
doing things you enjoy. Doing simple things that allow you to relax and play together is very 
important for building positive feelings and connections amongst family members. Playing 
games or sports, going to the park, having picnics, visiting with friends or just relaxing together 
are examples of  family activities that help to build relationships.

There was no TV in my daughter’s house and every evening we would talk and play games 
and this was such a happy time for us all and communication was the essence of  the evening. 

I also believe that God in the centre of  each family prospers beyond measure and heals every 
broken family if  we allow.

Annette Ellison
School Chaplain



LEARNING THROUGH PLAY

Today we decided we needed tickets to use the road, so we gathered yellow 
fallen leaves for our tickets.  Our learning experience taught us that tickets cost 
money so we sourced small green leaves from the bush by the ticket office as 
our money supply.  At the ticket office we exchange the yellow leaf tickets for 
green leaf money, which we held onto while travelling the road to the toll office.  
Here we purchased the yellow leaf tickets again.  The ticket officer changed 
from time to time as did the toll officer giving us all a turn at learning the 
exchange process.  Drivers changed too so they could experience the purchasing 
of tickets and exchanging them for money at different places.



EXPERIENCING A BIBLE STORY

God works miracles when we choose to obey is what we learned from the 
story of Namaan.  He had to obey and wash seven times in the Jordan River 
for the leprosy to be taken from his body.  Sometimes we don’t want to do 
what we are told but when we change our minds and obey we find that 
good things happen for us.  To help us remember the story of Namaan we 
coloured in a picture with his leprosy skin on one side and clean skin on 
the other side.  We then pasted it on a paddle pop stick.  We put the stick 
into a cup with a hole at the bottom to make Namaan go up and down.  Six 
times we made him go down and up with the leprosy and the seventh time 
he came up we turned the cup to show the clean skin.



AITKENVALE
 SEVENTH-DAY

 ADVENTIST 
CHURCH
SABBATH SCHOOL

You are all welcome to join us every Saturday morning from 9.30am 
to 10.45am as we run classes for Sabbath School for the following age 

groups and in the following locations on the grounds:-
Beginners (Age: 0-3) & Kindergarten (Age: 4-7) at the Blue Church

Primary/Junior (Age: 8-12) at the Blue Church
Teen (Age: 13-18) at the Blue Church

Youth (18+) and Adult Classes (Open Ages) at the Church Hall.

MAIN SERVICE
The one hour, weekly worship service follows Sabbath School at 

11.00am.
Come and join us any time!


