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LEARNING LIKE LIZARD HUNTERS
As I sit here in my office, I am watching students hunt for wildlife in the gardens near the Library.  Steve Irwin would 
have been proud.  No, they’re not hunting crocodiles or snakes.  It’s lizards.  Helpless, beautiful and terrified lizards.  

I’ll leave the question of “how many lizard hunts is too many?” for another time.  The thing that caught my eye was the 
method.  These young ‘hunters’ are not amateurs.  They’re skilled rangers.  How they learned their ‘art’ is anyone’s 
guess.  

From start to finish it is obvious, these are professionals.  It begins with a nonchalant wander past a bush or hedge.  
Phase 2 seems to resemble the lion’s stalking of its prey, or a gecko, frozen in anonymity as an unsuspecting moth flits 
closer and closer.  They watch, calculating distances, analysing directions and identifying obstacles.  

As they creep and crouch, barely breathing, Phase 3 has begun.  Now the creature is within reach, but still completely 
unaware of its imminent capture.  Phase 4 uses both hands to simultaneously strike whilst blocking the way to the most 
likely place of refuge for this tiny slither of trembling flesh and bone.  

Finally, the capture, or Phase 5, is more patience and power.  Having formed a cage of fingers around the lizard, 
this is where all preceding agility can be undone in one rash move.  Deftly, the hunter scoops up his or her victim, 
the silent ant eating reptile now a helpless prize – a toy to be admired and even adopted.  Release can bring only 
disappointment, although seeding the gardens with adventures to come.

Whilst they may only slightly over-dramatise the action I see here periodically, the most striking reality is the sense of 
motivated effort and shrewdness of the students’ approach.  

Last week, we looked at ‘growth mindset’ or ‘grit’.  If what plays out in the gardens here at lunchtime with lizard hunting 
was seen in learning tasks, we would be astonished at the progress and achievements of our students.  The next step, 
which probably means endeavouring to make learning at exciting ‘reptile-hunting’, is for teachers, parents and schools.  
How can be motivate without ‘dangling a carrot’?  How can failing be seen as the ideal way to find success?  What can 
we do to change our students’ mindsets to a state where they value difficulty?  

James, a book in the New testament, starts with these inspiring words.  

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that 
the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature 
and complete, not lacking anything.

Christian Regards,

Ian Humphries



CONGRATULATIONS!!!
Well done to our Prep-1 Class who received awards last week for 
their outstanding achievements in Reading Eggs and Mathletics.

OUR RIVERSIDE TRYATHLETES!
Look at our awesome Weet-Bix Kids
who participated in the TRYathlon!



3 weeks left until the end of the term.  
Please attend to outstanding payments at 

your earliest convenience.
If you are unable to finalise Term 2 fees 

before the end of term please contact the 
school office for an appointment with

Mr Humphries.

DATES TO 
REMEMBER

JUNE 16
Reports Sent Home

JUNE 20-21
Parent/Teacher Conferences

JUNE 22
Last Day of Term

JUNE 24 - JULY 2
Big Camp

JULY 18
First Day Term 3

Please take up the opportunity to have your 
child’s vision tested for free here at Riverside. 

Once we have the number of families that 
wish to have their child’s vision tested we will 
be able to book in Eyecare Plus Optometrists 
to facilitate the testing and will advise you of 

the date.
Please contact the school office to complete 

the necessary paperwork before

Monday June 6, 2016. 

Tuckshop orders are to be placed in either a zip lock bag/envelope/
brown paper bag with your name, order and amount clearly stated 
and placed in the basket outside the office each morning.  Please 

also remind your child/ren to place their orders in the basket before 
school.  There are a growing number of children forgetting until it 
comes time to eat and their food has not been prepared.  It is not 

Mrs Winship’s job to write out tuckshop orders.



Principal’s Award:
Isaiah Kerindun-Yunkaporta - For cooperating with others in the 
playground.

Grades Prep-1 

Stephen Caldwell - For keeping our school neat and clean.

Hunter Kawana - For outstanding improvement in reading.

Grades 2/3/4 
Shelbi Payne - For her beautiful, fluent and accurate reading.
Rayan Tahir - For being a good leader in class.
Grades 5/6
Elliey Salaca - For excellent effort in reading.
Mikki Quilala - For being a good leader in class.



FROM CHAPPY ANNETTE ...
We all meet up with people from different walks of  life.  There are those people that you just love being in their 
company and there are other people that you just want to walk away from. Those that you want to walk away 
from are those people rarely seem to have anything positive to say regardless of  their circumstances. They maybe 
the fortunate ones in our community who have ‘everything’, but they still choose to remain in a negative place. 
There are also those people that have very little in this world and yet they never complain.  Rather, they see the 
best in everything and everybody. It isn’t always easy to remain in as state of  continual happiness because of  the 
many burdens that are put upon us in today’s world but if  we strive to use gratitude it can impact our world and 
make us better people and have a better impact on all that we meet.

Here are some helpful insights on why being thankful is important:
• Maintaining an attitude of  gratitude can improve psychological, emotional and physical well-being.
• The “positive psychology” movement focuses on developing strengths rather than alleviating disorders.  They 

recommend cultivating an attitude of  gratefulness as a form of  cognitive-behaviour therapy which holds that 
changing one’s thought patterns can dramatically affect their moods.  This is shown to have a positive effect on 
one’s overall health.

• Counting our blessings can actually make us feel better.
• Gratitude is a complex emotion that requires self-reflection, willingness to admit dependency on God and 

others, and the humility to realize our own limitations.
• Using negative and critical words in your conversations can darken your mood.
• Journaling helps. There’s an iPad application for gratitude journaling.
• The real benefit comes from changing the way you experience the world (and God - my addition!).
By Dale Fletcher

We can choose our attitude. We can choose whether or not to be thankful.  Deuteronomy 30:19-20 reminds us 
that it’s our choice.  We can choose death or choose life.  When we make a choice to be thankful to God, we are 
choosing life!

Here are some Bible Verses that instruct us to have a thankful heart.
• “Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 

5:18
• “And give thanks for everything to God the Father in the name of  our Lord Jesus Christ.” Ephesians 5:20
• “And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to follow him. Let your roots 

grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him. Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were 
taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness.” Colossians 2:6-7

• “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good! His faithful love endures forever.” Psalm 118:1

I used to tell my children when they were growing up, ‘If  you have nothing nice to say, then don’t say anything 
at all.’
“What are you thankful for today?”



RIVERSIDE’S PET DAY
Thank you to all the parents and students who were able to 

participate in pet day.



Following on with our morning activities with the Prep and Year 1 school children 
the Early Learning Centre children are continuing to develop their locomotor 
and non-locomotor skills outside. New and exciting exercises have been set up to 
encourage the children to explore and gain confidence. The jumping bags are a great 
co-ordination exercise as the children try to jump along while holding their bags. 
Jumping into the sandpit is another. Some prefer to sit and slide into the sandpit 
while others lower themselves down as they build the confidence to jump. Those 
who already have the confidence jump as high as they can before landing. The 
children are showing great curiosity and enthusiasm as most are watching their 
peers and wanting to give it a go. We will continue to introduce different exercises 
during our outside play to allow the children to gain further ability and skills.



YEAR 2-3 EXCURSION
JEZZINE BARRACKS

On Wednesday our Year 2-3 Class travelled to Jezzine Barracks as we 
are learning about history in Townsville.  The guides were interesting and 
we all discovered how much effort it takes to protect our great city.



NORTHERN AUSTRALIA SDA “BIG CAMP”
RIVERSIDE CAMP GROUNDS 24 JUNE TO 2 JULY

Here in north Queensland and the Northern Territory, the SDA church holds an annual 
camp meeting to encourage the twenty or so churches and welcome visitors who want to 
know more about what God can do in their lives.  The staff from all of  the SDA-run schools 
in Northern Australia assist in the running of  BIG CAMP each year, which is why this term 
finishes on a Wednesday every year in Term 2.  You will see all the tents appear in the last 
week of  school as the ‘mini city’ of  canvas and nylon comes to life!

Riverside students have again been invited to take our “Opening Sabbath” program in the 
Big Tent on Friday, June 24, just after the end of  Term 2.  Last year nearly 80% of  students 
attended and participated in the program.  There will be a note sent home soon to ask for 
your response about involving your child in this special program.  It will be a 30 minute 
program at around 5:30pm.  We’d love to see you there! 

Riverside Adventist Christian School will be running the Primary class (ages 7-9) again this 
year.  Our theme is “God Was With Joseph” and our timetable is below.  If  you wish to join 
us over the school holidays you can purchase your actipass online at:-
http://na.adventist.org.au/big-camp or applications are available at the school office for all 
ages and all activities.  Get your ticket before the pre-camp early-bird price finishes (June 22).  
This is a great holiday week of  activities, learning, singing and crafts for the following age 
groups:-
Beginners Ages 0-3  Juniors Ages 10-12
Kindy Ages 4-6   Teens Ages 13-15
Primary Ages 7-9   Youth Ages 16-30

Those who don’t consider
themselves youth (!) the adult
program runs in the big tent.


