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AM I IN BRAD’S PITT?
Parts of our community are doing it tough right now.  There are families, within our school community, 
who are suffering.  Struggling for work, battling health, homes visited by thieves, relationships under 
strain and circumstances seemingly in charge of their priorities.  If you have not heard similar stories, I 
would be surprised.  Times are tough.  

On the other hand, there are people I know who have houses and lives overflowing with good things, 
expensive or beautiful.  Many of us, without realizing our wealth, are actually living in abundance.  But not 
all of us.  There are some I know who live without any furniture, or without security of rent or food on a 
daily basis, struggling and losing hope.

What about the ungrateful?  Do you know someone who seems to be constantly looking over the fence, 
pointing out greener grass and their own misfortunate lives?  I have a question.  Do the wealthy and the 
famous really have it much better?  Are their children happier, their relationships closer and are their 
expensive clothes and cars really giving them something more?  Do they have more family time, less 
emptiness?

A few years ago, in an interview with “Rolling Stone” magazine, Brad Pitt shared honestly and openly the 
shortcomings of the world’s definition of success.  He spoke of how secularism is increasing.  He said, 
“We are heading for a dead end, a numbing of the soul, a complete atrophy of the spiritual being”.  He 
continued, “The emphasis now is on success and personal gain.  I’m sitting on it, and I’m telling you, that’s 
not it…  I’m the guy who’s got everything.  I know.  But I’m telling you, once you get everything, then 
you’re just left with yourself.  I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again: It doesn’t help you sleep any better, and 
you don’t wake up any better because of it.  Now, no one’s going to want to hear that.  I understand it.  I’m 
sorry I’m the guy who’s got to say it.  But I’m telling you.”

King Solomon in the Bible said the same thing.  ‘Things’ don’t bring lasting satisfaction.  It’s a reminder to 
me to count my blessings.  But more importantly, I can use my blessings to help those whose side of the 
fence has no grass.  

I have heard it said that there are 10 steps to true happiness – “Step 1 - Do something for somebody else.  
Steps 2 to 10 – repeat Step 1”.  Pastor James shared similar words with us in Wednesday’s WOW.  Jesus was 
speaking to a rich, young ruler and He said (in modern words), “You’ve got too much stuff”. 

Jesus was right.  Just ask Brad Pitt.

Christian Regards,

Ian Humphries



SPORTING SCHOOLS
Through our Sporting School grant Mr Craig Perfect from North Queensland 
Football Limited is at Riverside to teach our kids some Futsal skills.

Futsal will continue from this week through to the second week in May.  We 
are hoping the kids will enjoy learning this new game for sport this term.



ATTENTION:
PROMPT PAYMENT 

DEADLINE
The Term 2 prompt payment 

deadline will end on Tuesday April 
26.  Please get in early to get your 
further discount off school fees.

DATES TO 
REMEMBER

APRIL 25
Public Holiday

Anzac Day March

APRIL 26
Prompt fee payment deadline

APRIL 29
School Photos

MAY 1
Cross Country

MAY 2
Public Holiday

MAY 6
Mother’s Day Stall

MAY 10-12
 NAPLAN Testing

MAY 15
Weetbix TRYathlon

MAY 16
Life Education Visit

MAY 26
Riverside Pet Day

JUNE 16
Reports Sent Home

JUNE 20-21
Parent/Teacher Conferences

JUNE 22
Last Day of Term

Thank you to Wayne and Astrid 
Napier for your generous donation 

of a beautiful Yamaha Calvinova 
Digital Piano to Riverside.



JESUS SAID WHAT????
WEEK OF WORSHIP

What a wonderful Week of Worship it has been and what a blessing 
Pastor James has been to the students, staff and parents alike.

With lots of laughing and fun so far we have learned that Jesus said:

”Eat Me! You have too much stuff! Who touched me? I am your GPS!”

Join us tomorrow morning

for the last installment of 

“Jesus said What?”

We are sure you will be as

blessed as we have been!



Principal’s Award:

Rana Taher - For maturity and improved leadership qualities.

Elliey Salaca - For your positive and accepting manner.

Grades Prep-1 

Issac Teariki - For amazing artwork.

Sophie Wilkinson - For awesome reading.

Grades 2/3/4 

Gracie Skelton - For her excellent and speedy work in maths.

Marleena Pugh - For neat handwriting.

Grades 5/6

Joshua Dawes - Showing a wonderful, positive, attitude and making our class a 
better place to be.

Sarah Stanley - For showing kindness, friendship and initiative - a great start to 
Term 2.



Our Riverside Kids are exploring new things all the time.

Moving on from the see-through compost model we have started our outdoor 
compost bin.  Each day we feed it our scraps and give the barrel a roll to make 
sure everything is mixed together.  Something is happening because it has a 

‘smell’ to it when we open the lid.

As it is getting close to the time to start our garden again, instead of growing 
from seedlings we have planted seeds to watch the process from the beginning.  

Each day we make sure each tub has enough water for the seed to grow.



Talking about plants has 
sparked our interest in 
insects again so we are 
now exploring some of 

the insects around us.  We 
have started by making 

butterflies and ladybugs.  
These have been really 

fun learning experiences 
using different tools and 

methods to
display colour.


