
                                                                                                                    

We have a tendency to underestimate the 
weight of our words – especially as it affects 
the relationships in our own homes.  

The third key factor in meeting the needs of 
our precious children is ‘words’.  Number one – 
make time to spend time.  Number two – take 
time to create opportunities for love to grow.  
Number three – your words count, all of the 
time.  As with most responsibilities that involve 
a difference in power, ‘words’ can do as much 
damage as goods if poorly chosen.

It might be hard for me to swallow, but my 
words are all my own decision.  Sadly, unlike a 
nasty email or cutting SMS, words spoken into 
people’s lives can be permanently etched in 
memories and through emotional association, 
can be like ancient text in the caverns of our 
minds.  

Every time I speak, both as a leader and a 
parent, I pass on a message to my child, or my 
student.  That message shapes the huge pillars 
supporting every child’s heart and soul.  It tells 
them how to look at the world.  It tells them 
how to view themselves.  It tells them who God 
is.  

Words.  Powerful forces.  Stronger than blood.

How will the words I speak influence my 
children?    

Do my words teach a child reasoning, service, 
persistence and compassion?
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Our words can be chosen to guide rather than criticize; 
hope rather than hate; polish rather than crush; 
question rather than condemn.  Look around.  There are 
people you know who use their words this way.  Recycle 
the good.  Throw out the bad.  Learn how words have 
affected you and pass on something better.  It’s more 
difficult if you don’t have time with your children.  You 
need to practice and fail a few times, if you’re anything 
like me.  But watch for progress.  Our words are the 
mortar that holds the bricks of strong relationships 
together.  

If I want my children to feel valued, unique, important 
and useful to others, can I be too careful when I open 
my mouth?  It depends if I want to ‘play for keeps’, like 
most people do with their marbles.    

Challenge yourself.  Be prepared to fail.  But don’t fail 
to be prepared!

Christian Regards,

Ian Humphries



NOTICES: 
WHEELS DAY

Wednesday, June 10 is Wheels Day.  Students are 
allowed to bring a bike, scooter or skateboard 
to school to use during breaks that day.  Don’t 
forget to also bring a helmet!

CANTEEN

Have you tried our yummy, brain charging, 
energy bolstering canteen menu? Try it this 
Monday! Check out the menu attached to this 
Newsletter. Orders are to be placed in the pink 
basket outside the office on Monday morning.

PANCAKE DAY

This Friday is a pancake day. All you can eat 
pancakes for $5. All monies raised comes back to 
the school. Thanks Mrs Wilson for cooking them 
for us!

PRINCIPAL OUT OF OFFICE

Mr Humphries will be attending a leadership 
conference and will be out of the office from this  
Friday.  He returns next Friday, May 22nd.

PUPIL FREE DAY - STAFF PD

Thursday, May 28th is a pupil free day. The school 
will be closed and no staff will be present. Mrs 
Jerrard will be in the office to take care of any 
queries.

AITKENVALE CHURCH VISIT

RACS has been invited to take the church service 
at Aitkenvale SDA Church (the double story 
building at the top of our driveway) on Saturday, 
May 30. The students and families who took part 
in our visit to the Townsville SDA church enjoyed 
their time and we had lots of positive feedback 
from the church members there. We have the 
opportunity to share and show our school so 
please keep the date free. A letter will be sent 
home soon with more details.

   

RACS CALENDAR NOW ONLINE

There is now an easier way to keep up with the 
happenings at RACS. Click on the following link and 
it will take you to the school calendar of events; 
http://tinyurl.com/RiversideCalendar. Please 
check it reguarly so you can view and plan for 
upcoming events.

BIG CAMP

Some parents may be wondering why there are 
three weeks of holiday in the middle of the year! 
This is because school staff work an extra week 
running a program for Primary aged children at the 
Townsville camp meetings. These camp meetings 
are being held from June 26 - July 4 for Adventists 
in Northern Australia, although anyone is welcome 
to attend. Some non-Adventist students are 
staying with school friends and enjoying this 
relaxing week of spiritual rejuvenation. There are 
some international speakers and programs for 
all ages, Kindergarten through to Seniors! Our 
teachers will run a week of meetings, activities and 
crafts for 7 - 9 yrea-old children, of whom there 
will be about 70! There are similar programs run 
for all other age-groups. Despite this extra week of 
holidays, RACS meets the required amount of days 
throughout the school year with pupil-free days 
located in early January. If you would like to check 
out Big Camp this year, Mrs Jerrard can answer any 
questions you may have and there are forms for 
the children to participate at the office.

WHAT DO YOU PREFER?

Please tick one of the following options and 
return this little slip to the office.

I would prefer to receive my newsletter via:

 ____ Paper hard copy

 ____ Email



DATES TO REMEMBER:
MAY 12-14

NAPLAN

MAY 15

PANCAKE DAY

MAY 28

PUPIL-FREE DAY - STAFF PD

JUNE 8

PUBLIC HOLIDAY - QUEENS B’DAY

JUNE 10

WHEELS DAY

JUNE 24

LAST DAY OF TERM 2

JULY 20

TERM 3 COMMENCES

Principals Award
Kamoa Scott- For his reliable and helpful assistance with raising the   

Australian flag each day.

Lochlan Rogers - For showing determination and persistence with his 

Handwriting all week.

Prep/1
Damien Acres - For excellent work in maths.

Satara Jerrard - For being a helpful class member and tidying up.

Grade 2/3/4
Sarah Stanley - For excellence in Indigenous artwork.

Fanialla Scott - For being a pleasure to teach.

Pierre Jayme - For excellence in maths and reading.

Grade 5/6
Delton-Leigh Pardon - For thoughtful and insightful contributions during class 

discussions.

Cassady Burgess - For always being happy and creating a fun atmosphere 

in our classroom.
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