
                                                                                                                    

Losing Your Marbles

Blink.  I feel like Term 1 at RACS has passed by that 
quickly.  Although, I’m sure it will be the same for 
most of your children, the time is not as accurate a 
measure as the personal energy levels.  Hmmmmm.  
Yes, it has been 10 weeks.  The body, the emotions 
and the mental capacities tell the tale – for me 
anyway!

Reggie Joiner and Kristen Ivy have co-authored a 
book about the needs of our growing children and 
how we can make the most of the relationships we 
have for these eighteen-odd years they are in our 
care.   They suggest that there are six things that 
every child needs.  In this week’s newsletter, the 
last of this term, I am going to briefly outline the 
first need – time.

Time.  The time you spend with your child is leaving 
a mark, a legacy.  That’s why what you and I do with 
our children this week, every week, matters.  Isn’t it 
time we got serious about time – with our children?

Nine-hundred and thirty-six.  936.  That’s how many 
weeks the average parent has with their child until 
they graduate from Year 12.  Joiner encourages 
parents to fill a jar with 936 marbles and then asks 
them to keep the labeled jar somewhere visible in 
the home, while every week remembering to take 
out one of the marbles.  By the time your child gets 
to the end of Primary School there are just 338 
marbles left.  Over time, he says, the practice of 
‘losing their marbles’ had a strange effect…
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As you see how much time you have left, you tend to do 
more with the time you have right now.  

There are certain qualities, values and life lessons that kids 
can only get from a daily and weekly relationship with a 
parent or adult leader.  Combining an eye that sees time 
slipping by, with a heart that values time with their kids and 
a diary that includes more than work appointments can help 
create the kind of relationship that might just build a better 
future - one which blesses the giver as much, or more, than 
the receiver.  

Here are some suggestions for creating memories for every 
discarded marble.  Who says losing your marbles is the 
beginning of the end…

Think about creating time in your week for…short breaks, 
activities, family meals, church, teamwork, home camping.

Try to anticipate and highlight special events and milestones, 
like…celebrations, birthdays, starting school, holidays, 
ending projects, joyful days.

Who’s going to buy that marble jar?  Time.  It really counts.  
Make it count this school holidays!  God bless you.  Your 
family is important to us.  

Ian Humphries



NOTICES: 
School Fee Accounts

Term 1 is about to finish and all fees are due 
now. If you need to talk to us about extending 
the fees’ due date, please contact Amanda or Mr 
Humphries at the office. 

Tuckshop

We are planning to have the tuckshop up and 
running for 2 days a week from the start of Term 
2. If you can spare 4 hours a week, 2 hours on 2 
mornings between 9:30-11:30, we are seeking 
your help as a volunteer. The days are negotiable. 
Please see Mr Humphries in the office if you are 
able to help. 

Weet-Bix Kids Tryathlon

We now have 8 students registered. We need 7 
more to hit our target of 15 students to go in the 
running for $5000 cash for our school.  You can 
register at the URL shown below. C’mon RACS, 
we can do it!
Register at http://try.weetbix.com.au/schools 

School Banking

School Banking
Here are some of our happy savers that deposited 
their money last Friday. Our banking program 
encourages students to bring in their savings every 
Friday and deposit it into their very own account. 
They get to watch their money ’grow’ and realise the 
benefits that come with saving instead of spending. 
If you would like to join the school banking program, 
you can open a free student account at any Qld 
Country Credit Union Branch or Ring Kandi (Brooklyn 
and Damien’s Mum) on 0435 268 981 to arrange it.

   

Uniform

This term we have made a concerted effort to make 
sure all students are in correct uniform, all the time. 
Thank you to parents and guardians for assisting and 
supporting with this. If you are still unsure about 
what the correct uniform constitutes, please see the 
shoe and uniform policy, complete with pictures, 
attached.

Free Dress Day

We have raised $50 with our gold coin donations 
today. All money is going to be donated to the relief 
effort in Vanuatu after cyclone Pam. So, thank you 
for your contributions!



DATES TO REMEMBER:
APRIL 2

LAST DAY TERM 1

FREE DRESS DAY

APRIL 20

FIRST DAY TERM 2

APRIL 29

RACS CROSS COUNTRY

MAY 3

WEET-BIX TRYATHLON

MAY 8

LIFE EDUCATION VISIT

MAY 9

RACS CHURCH VISIT  - 
TOWNSVILLE SDA

MAY 28

PUPIL-FREE DAY - STAFF PD

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK:

Prep/1

Gracie Skelton - For great work in mathematics.

Joshaviah Mote - For being kind and friendly.

2/3/4 Class

Rachellie Savuro - For great progress in mathematics.

Kamoa Scott (absent)- For working well in a team and being 
a happy member of the classroom.

5/6 Class

Lochlan Rogers - For showing great responsibility by looking 
after his buddy at swimming.

Ethan Dawes - For having an enthusiastic attitude towards 
his work.


